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logical and archaeological specialist: but at the same time,
the historical method is necessary as a preliminary and a
check upon the tendency to fanciful interpretation, which
Mr. Ruskin, in common with the whole philological school,
does not escape. With certain amendments, however, his
work is most valuable, as an exposition of the system of
Greek religion, the worship of four groups of nature-powers,
in earth, water, fire and air ; and rising out of a low animism
and fetishism into high moral and intellectual conceptions.

He traced with appreciation the development of the
notion of Athena, as the chief power of the air, from her
character of actual atmosphere to that of the breath of
human life ; and thence to the higher belief in a Divine
spirit, indistinguishable at first, and among simple folk
always, from the material breath in the nostrils of man ; but
leading up to healthy views of morality and sincere faith
in Omnipresent Deity, not far remote in its practical out-
come from that which we have received from the Hebrews.

In the next chapter he worked out, as a sequel to his
lecture, two groups of Animal-myths ; those connected with
birds, and especially the dove, as type of Spirit, and those
connected with the serpent in its various significances.
These two studies were continued, more or less, in Love's
Meinie and in the lecture printed in Deucalion, as the third
group, that of Plant-myths, was carried on in Proserpina,
The volume contained also extracts from the lecture on the
Architecture of the Valley of the Somme, and two numbers
of the Cestus of Aglaia, and closed with a paper on The
Hercules of Camarina, read to the South Lambeth Art
School on March igth. This study of a Greek coin had
already formed the subject of an address at the Working
Men's College, and anticipated the second course of Oxford
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